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® CHERRY DHiE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCE
Cherry Tree Township, Venango Couniy, Pennsylvanis

Qwner (or Custodiun).
Cemetery Associstion of Cherry Valley, Cherry Tree Township.

Architect
Not known,

Builder
Elljah 3tewarts,

Present Condition
Good,

Humper of Stories:
One. Height aoout 1lb'.

Materisls of Construction:
“White pine, sandstone.

. Other oxlsting Records:
Deeds, Informziion from residents of the locality,

Additional Data:
Bibliography-Illustrated Histery of Pennsylvania by Willlam
H. bgle, M.D., published by DeWitt C. woodrich and
Co., 1876, Harrisourg, Pennsylvania,

History of Venango County, Chicago, Illinois, published
by Brown, Runk snd Co., 1890,
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CHERRY Trzd PreS3YPERIAN CHUKCH
Cherry Tree Township, Verengc County, Permsylveuis

The Jirsl permerent cettler of Cherry Tree Township, Venango
County, Pennsylvania was William Reynolds, an Englishman by birth,
who came 10 America with his son John, and bought & 400 acre tract
on Cherry Tree Run, including the site of Cherry Tree Villege and
the Cherry Tree Precoyterian Church. This plat was purchased
in 1797, William Reynolds was very broad-minded but an adherent
of the Baptist Church.

In 1802 Elijah Stewart & tarmer, born in Chester County,
Pennsylvania, came to Venango., Shortly thereafier, he had a tannery
and iater married Lydism, the duughter of Willism Reynolds, They
had a large family and through Mir. stewart's efforts the Cherry
Tree Yresbyterlian Church wzs erected,

The first meetings of this church were held in a school
house in the grove opposite to where the church now stands, In 1837
the present church was erected and has continued in use to the
present time. The Cherry Tree Presbyterian Church was organized
FPobruary 1, 1837 by Revs. 4, W. Hampson and West. The first
communion was administered June 256, 1837 by Rev. G. W, Hampson,
The present frume church building was erected about the time of
organization, mostly through the efforts of Elijah Stewart, and
assistance and contributions of William Reynolds,

The c¢hurch was orgunized with fifteen members, as follows-
John and Nanoy Rend, Samuel Irwin, Mrs, Jane Irwin, Mrs, Lydie
Stewart, kirs. Naney Irwin, Mrs. Margaret Irwin, Mrs, klizs T,
Irwin, Mrs, bally Hemilton, Mrs, Eliza Irwin, wuydis G, Stewart,
John Irwin, Mrs. Ann Irwin, Isssc¢ Archer and Mary Prather, John
Rynd and John Irwin were ordained elders Marech 1Dth, 1837,
Ninian Irwin, M,P, Barxker, John Rynd, Jr., were ordained Qctober
l4th, 18b4, Lyman Stewart, William 3. Reynolds, John Cheesman,
ordained Decewver 30th, 1860. George 'Y, Stevenson, William 3, Irwin
ordained Junuary 7, 1871, a8 elders, The ministers were Revs, S, W.
Hampson, William Ottinger, John Montgomery, J, MeMasters, W. C.
Burchard, William Zlliott, James . Reed, I. W. McVitty, Robert
Murray,

At present the Cherry Tree Presuyterian Church is used as
a chapsl for the cemetery which is located direetly to the north,
same plot of ground. In 1911 William M. N, Hayes donauted ll acres
of land for & local cemetery. The trustees of the church, Washington
Stevenson and W, S, Reynolds signed off to the cemetery sssociation.
There have been no regular church services in the church singce
1911, This church formerly had o very large congregstion, and the
grove opposite the church was used as a hitehing place for the
horses. The grounds at one time were enolosed by & wrought iron
fence, of which & portion is still standing. The churoh has a _
seating capacity of about 300 peoples It is located in Cherry Tree
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CHERRY TREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Cherry Tree Township, Venango County, Pemnsylvania

Village, Cherry Tree Township, Venango County, Pennsylvania,
aoout one half mile north of Cherry Tree proper,

This ehurech hus followed the Blble instruction,-inasmuch as
it is set on & hill, and is a genuine picture of the very esrly
ploneer deys, plain, substantial and thoroughly in Keeping with
early oonstruction. The walls of the church are about 43" thick,
and the ceiling height is 13' 8" in the center, Rendom width
floor oourds 5" to 7", The width of the chureh is 41' 4" inside
mezsursment, the length 49" 4", The platform for the pulplt is
in two tiers 1&' 9" in length for the lower tier and 11' 6" in width.
The second or top tier is 10' &™ by 6' Ov,

The pulpit is & colonial wooden anéd eviderntly home-constructsd
one, A large Bible is still 1in use for the services. This is a
Biloie of the Ameriosn Bilole HSociety printed in l854. On the inside
front leef is written~"Presented to Cherry Trese Presvyterian Church
by Mary Reynolds, Jurnumary 1840." The original orzan, (an organ of
the cottuge type, with power supplied by foot-pressure of the
performer,) is &lso still in use.

The platform hus rounded corners., Direetly back of the
puipit is =« large, triple, central window with an elliptical top.
It 1s & two sush window of twelve lights esch, 8" x 10". These
sash are senclosed by flat, fluted mullions 74" wide., Outside of
these mullions sre side lights, six on eaoh side 8" x 10™ with &
plain wooden casing over all., The eiliptiocsl transom is enclosed
by a plain moulding, and has a small wooden Ksystione &t the top
oenter, The ouiside of this window is a duplicute of the insids,
exoept that the 8ill and stool differ, the wainscoting cap forming
the window stool &nd the inside has a small wall bracket on esch
8ide of the window for holding oil lamps, Altogether there are
four small brackets for lamps in the e¢ntire church, one on either
gide wall and two at the rear 0f the pulpit. There are also
fixtures over each sisle for oil lumps.

The floor is raised 13" on all pew sections and the platform.
The pews are straight, plain box pews with center partition, and
formerly had doors to esxch pew hung on hinges, which have been
removed oecauss 01 the nolse mude 0y opening and closing them
during services., 'There are no racks for hymnals, nor kneeling
benches.

Entranoce doors are on euch side of the ohurch near the
pulpit, There arse no vestibules. The oeiling 1s elliptical,
13' 8" high in the center. There are four, square pilasters on
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CHERRY TREE PRUSBYT®RIAN CHURCH
Cherry Yree Township, Venango County, Pennsylivania

gach side, and one in eesch corner, two on esch end, The gluss
in the windows is plain, cleer glass, some 0f it the old wavy
glauss whnich undoubtedly hds been in the wincows many years,

The wall is wainscoted &' 83" high, with matched ocosards
10" to 16" random widths., Directly back of the platform the
wainscoting is 4' high., These boerds zre used horizontally.
The two plivstery vack 0f the pulplt are avout 18' high, spaced
12' 9" spart, and enclose the reawr well pehind the pulpit. They
are plain with & crown moulding. There are two correr helf
pllasters 9' 4" in height., The church is of barn frame construction.
The trusues avove the ceiling acre of heazvy timber counstruction,
O woth buau oot f&nd west wicee of the bpullding are three
windows gnd & double entrance door. The north side hnas two
windows and iwo doors, one door below anf one upper door in the
gapnle., The lower door is of recent construction.

A flat sundstone impedded in the ground is plsced cvefors
each doorway, length wwout 6', width 2'., The doudble dooxr ias 3°
65" wide and 7' 6" high and esch door hss four panels of different
widths., There is a large panel at the bottom with three other
panels of approximately 6", 8" snd 10" avove, The Goorway is
enclosed by flat pilesters. The entablature is out of the
ordinary, a delightful composition.

The belfry is square 6' x 6' height 11', It has & wooden
giding bause of mautched boards 2' high. The top about even with
the como of the roof., The head oi the louvre frume has an
elliptical arch, is shuttered and in two sections. The top
section occupying about 2/3 of the space and the boitom section
1/% of the spasce, The mouldings or the top of the peifry muteh
those of the top of the center window., The pelfry has a hip roof.

The last Presbyterisn pastor was Robert iurry of Titusviile,
Pennsylvania. The parsonage of this church was located on the
Peiroleum Center Roud, and was reached by climoing up or down
a B8teep, stony road, over which in rainy weather, streams large
and small ran down cutting deep ruts and gullys. The parsonage
was puilt soout the yeer 1840 and is & quarter of 4 mile from the
MeXinney highwey to the ezst.

It is & colonial style in fair condition, two stories, cellar
and ettic. A deed gives the trunsfer of this property Fevruary
16th, 1H64, kargaret Irwin to W. C. Birchard. The living room is
decorutled with the ssme 8tyle horizontel wsinscoting =g 1s used in
the church.
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CHERRY TREER PALSBYTERIAN CHULCH
Cherry Tree Township, Venango County, Pennsylvanisa

No especial historicel events corrected with this church.
Severul Loibilery, rioncers and olher Locel celevrities huve
beeu interred in the grave yard, conunected with the Cherry Troe
Pregoyterisn Jhurcch, among wnom were the following=-

Niniaen Trwin diecd Auvgust 10, 1826 ae He-2-13

James Hamilton died Hebruary 15, 1887 ae 83

John lrwin died December 2&, 1838 ce 71

Richard Hemiliton ocorn March 10, 1784 died December 18, 1844
Eilijah stewurt died August 14, 1847 in 6bth year

Louis wMusson, & native of Rigny la Salle, depuriment de la Meuse,
france, died fevruary 15, 1852 ae 73-8-LH

William Richey died July 20, 18865 ae 74

Igaac Walls died March &, 1856 ne 8Z~6~14

Richard Irwin died Septemoer 25, 1857 se Y1-11-13

Isaac Archer died iareh 11, 1861 ae 70-10-27

Hugh MeClintock died Novempner 4, 1862 ae €0-&-D

sichard Gregy Cied Februery 10, 186& se V1
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